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Crap. l: 
Shewing the birth and Parentage, and place of Nativity of 
the ſaid Oliver Cromwell, 


HE unparalleld a&ions of this man, hath made 

eople more curious then otherwile, they would 

= to know his Riſe and Birth, which otherwiſe 

might betrer tothe advantag of his memory been 

yet vbſcured and concealed ; for it will neither 

add praiſenor commendation eicher to his coun 

trey or Relations , both which have publiquely proteſted their 
ſhame and their abhortance of him, So that withour prejudice to : 

his Family, who have cleared themſelves of any parcicipation of 

his Fas, and did and doe detett both him and chem ; you may 

underſtand; he was the Sonne of Hexry Cromwel!, alias Williams 

the Younger Sonne of Sir Henry Cromwell of Hinobingbrook, in 
the County of Hwntingdon Knight, who (0 magnificently treated, 
_ ' © 2 King 


HAASINS. > 
King Fames in that place at his coming into England ; who o 
y and AfﬀeRionately loved Ring Chon the Martyr; and 
who laftly ſo hated aud abominated this ſame Oltver his Nephew, 
God-fonne and Name- ſake. 5-7 2Þ% 

He was Born at Huntingdon, inthe year 1599. where his Father 
being a Cadet or younger Brother, as we have ſaid , having no 
farge Eſtate, kad intermarried with a Brewers Widdow,by whom 
he had ſome addition of Fortune,and from her ſprung that ſtory 
of Olivers being a Brewerin Huntingdon : he was from his in- 
fancy a luſty a&ive Child,and of a ſturdy rough temper,which to 
remedy in his young years, his Father prudencly took this 


Courſe, 
. CHAP. II. ' 
How Oliver. was Educated and brought up in the Univerſity of . 
Cambridge, and afterwards in Lincolns Inne, in the ſtud) of 
the Law. 


Ar the Age therefore of Thirteen or Fourteen years, his 
Father ſent himto the Univerſity of Cambridge, to have him 
tempered and managed by the ſevere Tuition and Diſcipline of 
the Univerſity ; but his Tutor quickly perceived the boyſterous 
and untraftable ſpirit of his Pnpill, who was more for a&ion 
then ſpeculation, and loved Cudgells, Foot-ball-ptaying, or any 
Game and Exerciſe better then his -Bcok. fo that there wasno 
hopes of making him a Shollar, ora learned Man, and much ado 
there was to keep him ſo in compaſſe,that he became not an open 
and publique difhonour to his Friends; (here he was made an 
aQor in the play of the Five Senſes, where he ominouſly ſtumbled 
at a Crown, which he had alſo dreamed he ſhould once Wear) 
whereupon he was preſently removed, his Tutor weary and a- 
fraid of diſgrace by him, to Linco/as-Inne; where he might with 
tefſe imputation and obſervance, if his bent were ſogiven, royſter 
it @ut, and yet without mnch trouble attaine ſome knowledge in 
the Lawes to qualifie him for a Countrey Gentleman, «nd that 
Jietle Competency his Father could leave him. But no ſuch Ru» 
diments would fink iuto him,he was for Rougber Arguments and 
Pleas, Club-law, and indeed what occaſion had he croknow and 
be verſed in the Law, whoſe deſigns and wicked praftiſes' after- 
wards were dire&]y oppoſite to al Lawes both. Divine and Hu- 

(2h mane 
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"mane, ſo that he continyed not Jongthere, but was called home, 
his Father dying ſoon after and leaving him co his (wings, 


: GHAP. 111. 
Of bis Manner of Life and Converſation in the Countrey. 


Liver being come down in the Countrey,and growing ſturdy 

and of Mans ftature, frequented xl manner of wild Com- 
pany; who but heat any Match or Game whatſoever, where be 
would drink and roar with the rudeft of his Companions, and 
when his Money which he had ſparingly from his Mother, who 
yet kept the-purſe,/ifailed him ; he would make the Viituellers 
truſt imyto fuchis ruine of his Credit and Reputation, he being 
as famons for his Raunting and his Scores,as after for his Prayers 
and Vidories,: that the Ale-wives of Huntingdon if they ſee him 
coming. would ſet up a cry,here comes young Crowwe!,ſhut up the 
Doors,and fo keep him out. But he had better ſucceſſe in the War, 
for then'thbre-was no ſhutting of him out, no Garriſon or Caftle 
or ſtrength whatſoever was ſufficient to debar him. But that may 
be imputable 'to the Juck of his former Atchievments, Fortune 
being tyed at his Girdle, & keeping a conſtant Tenour with him, 
for at this Age he would make nothing of beating of Tinkers and 
ſuch Maſty Fellowes at Quarter-ſtafte, or any ſuch weapon they 
would chuſe; ſo that he was dreaded by all the Ale-drinkers as 
well as Ale-wives of the Countrey. 


C8 CHAP. IV. 
How Oliver was reclaywed from theſe lend Courſes, & how be joyned 
bimſelf to the preciſer ſort, and became an Hypocritical Convert. 


Y theſe- debauche Courſes of Life, and regardlefſe thoagey 
how the world went, as longas Drink and Company cou! 

behad, no matter how nor where; he had lo. endangered his 
ſmall Eſtate and Patrimony, and was fo far in debt that nothing 
robory, he was forced to retire himfelf, and get out of the ways 
and live privately for private arreſts and judzements which were 
brought againft him. - In this ſolitary Condition he had time to 
bethink himſelf of his Condition, and having nothing elſe to do, 
having play'd a part at Cambridge,toperfonacte another * home, 
ecming 


s) | 

ſceming very penfive and ottaly, and much reſerved in 
his talk and diſcourſe , which from vaine and frivolous and wild 
ſpeeches was now alcered into ſerious and modeſt and grave 
language, and ſober expreſſion, which accomodated and fer forth 
with a more ftayed and ſolemne aſpe&and geſture , niade him ap- 
pear to be another kind of perſon, having run from the one ex- 
creme to the other; from Stark nought to too Good, and twill be 
a queſtion whether, by the firſt he were moredeftruQtive to hinr- 
ſelf, or by the latter more pernicious to his Countrey. 

This hnmour ſowred him at laſt into a preciſe Puritaniſme , 
with whom his zealous deſign was to ingratiate himſelf, who 
increaſing every day. aud being grown to a kead-ftrong FaQtion, 
he doubted not bur if time ſhou Trerve » which his daring ſpirit 
(if he had nora familiar,) told him was a coming,to be princi- 
pal perſon among them , and howſoever to make up his decaies 
on his Fortunes , by the kind-hearted ſupplies and loanes of the 
brother-hood, who were very proud of ſuch a proſelyte. 

In a fhort time after, he had learned to pray, and attained a 
very ready faculty therein , which he made no nicety to mani- 
feſt upon all occafious, both in their publique and private meet- 
ing*; ſo that he was looked upon by thole of his Godly party 
as their chiefeſt Ornament , and by the reſt of the world as a 
firange wonder. This Artificial devotion did not onely then 


advantage him , but ſerved him thereafter ets whole 
tent of all his policies 


- courſe of his Life, and was the main ingredient 
and ſucceſſes. A Friar was an Aﬀe to lim for ſaying of Prayers, 


he was able to give him two for one with his Beads and by Rote, 
and out-ftript him Extempore. , | 


CHAP.V. 
How Oliver, being noted for bis pretended Santlity, was choſen « 
Burgeſſe of Cambridge for the Long-Parliament, and the War 
detking out, was made a Captaine of Horſe. 


Y this ſanRimonious vitor and manifeſted zeale for Refor- 
mation, which was chen in every Mans mouth, he was lookt 
upon as the fitteſt Inſtrument to promote it in the Parliament, 
which the King had called in"1640. to redreffe the grievanecs of 


the State an Chrreh and to ſupply his neceſſicies; and _ 
ore 


1 4 u C7 ) . . 
fore the Puritan faftion and his Relations by marriage, as Mr, 
Goodwin and alſo Hambden of Buckingham laboured in the Ele- 
&ion of Burgeſſes for the town of Cambridg to have him Chelen, 
The Town was general'y infe&ted with the ſame Diſeaſe, and 
therefore ic was no hard matter to effeſ& it. Sitting in Parliament 
as a Member , he quickly ſaw which way the ſtreame went, and 
therefore reſolved to run one of the firſt with it,8 therefore kelpc 
out the Noyſe and Cry for Priviledge , proving a great ftickler 
againſt the Prerogative ; and to that end C—— to widen 
the breach way made by the Malapertneſſe of Tumults againft 
the Kings Perſon and Court, jnfomuch that he became conſpi- 
_ enous and noted for his averfion to the Government. The Flame 
of thoſe inward burnings now breaking out, and becauſe of his 
influence on his Country, and his bold confident ſpirit, he was 
ceurted with a Commiſſion (which he accepted) under the Earl of 
= the Parliaments Generall, and was made a Captaine of a 


roop of Horſe, 
C H A P. VL 
. Of the Exploits Crommell did in the beginning of the War. 


Aving raiſed his Troop, he marched not preſently with the 
L 4 grofſe and wain body of the Army, but was ordered to con- 
tinue about his own countrey, that ſo his own enterprizes might 
be the better obſerved , and hetaken notice of ; ſo that he was 
riling man from the very firſt beginning ofour civil confulions. 
The firſt ſervice #hat he appeared in, was the ſeizure of Sir Hexry 
Conisby , the Sheriffe of Hertfordfbrre : when in a gallant con | 
cempt of the Parliament, he was proelaiming the Commiſſion of 
Array at St. Albavs, and ſending him and other Gentlementhi 
aſiſtance to Londen; which ſudden and mericorious exploir of bis 
was well reſented , and hbighly commended by the Parliament. 
His next piece of diligence was the like ſeizure of Sir Jobs Pettus 
and Forty Gentlemen more, of the County of Suffolk, who were . 
forming a party for the King, and ſecuring them;!by which means 
he broke the neck, of any future in that or the next 
County of Norfolk, for the Royal latereſt; ſo that he had brought 
all the Eaſtern part of Eng/end to the Parliaments ſubjeQionby 
abloodlefſe and cafic Conqueſt : but his qther Viorics, which 
were principally aſcribed to him , though they were joyned with 
him, werevery ſanguinous and fatally cruel; | « 
$ 


Sk $ 

As his laſt home FA," 4 f was ordered e6 purge and to 
-inſpe& the Univerfiry,wherein he proceeded with fo much rigour 
apainft that place of his own Nurture, &'c. it was conecived he 
would at laſt as mercile{sly uſe his Mother,then bleeding England 
which work being over, and unhappily effe&ted, Eromwel! was 
the only man; his prudence, Forcune and Valour every where 
applauded and extolled, and he reputed for one of the moſt emi- 
nzat and able Commanders in the Parliaments Army. 

"Twas time therefore now to ſhew him abroad, having Armed, 
Diſcipiined and paid his Men fo carefully, that there was no 
doubr of cheir prevailing upon any equal Enemy, end under che 
Condudt of {o Vigilant and Wary a Leader, whoſe only 2ime ic 
was to k2eÞ up. his Reputation to greater undertakings. There- 
fore in order to a ConjJundion aud aſliftance of the' Scots, who 
wete entred Euglend, he was made Lieutenant General tothe 
Earle of Mancheſter, who had raiſed his Army out of the affoci- 
ated Counties, as Cambridge, Huntingdon, Bedford, Suffold, 80. 
Thoſe Armies b:ing joyncd, and maſtering the Field (the Mar- 
quellſe of 'New-ceitle who oppoſed them, retreating into Terk) 
they reſolved to befiege that City : to Reliefe whereof Prince 
Rupert came, and forcing them to draw off from their League, 
gave them the battel on Marſton Meer, Fuly the Second, 1644- 
lathe beginning of the Fight Prinee Rypert hid utterly difcom- 
ficed the right wing of the Army, where Sir Thomes Fairfax and 
the Scots Horle ſtood and diſordered the main boty of the'Foot; 
ſo that che, day was give for left, the Scots running and throwing 
down. their Arms; when Crowwel! with his Curafficres and the 
reſt of my Lord Mancheſters Horſe, who wereplaced inthe right 
wing, fell with ſuch force and fury upon the Lord GoringsBriga- 
des on the Right, that they preſently brokethemvin pieces, and 
following their ſuctefſe beforethe Prince returned, obtained a 
compleat Viftory, Killing no leffe then 5600 Men, gainirig their' 
Camp, Bag and Baggage, arid as the price of allzthe Cicy of Terk * 
Hence he acquired'that terrible name'of Tronfides, his Troops 
being reported ufftuiylc- ood wb quaale? by this De- 
he feat, lifced up hin] ty thoſeyreat Tides and Places he'went 

through afterwards: _—_  *03 Co dg A 10 | 17s 
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TEN INES CHAP.VIL 
4 continuance of bis ſucceſſes againſt his Soveraign- and his Forces, 
his Treacherous #ud Diſloyal dealing with bis Majufty. 


He next Field we finde him in, was that of the ſecond New- 

berry , Offeber the 27 1644. where with the ſamc Felicity and 
Valour, be had the better on that part of the Field, where he 
Fought,and contributed mainly to that piece of a Viftory the 
Parliament Forces had there ; when to cloud and damp this ri- 
ſing Marciallift, he was Articled againſt by his Superiour Officers 
for ſome miſcarriages and praiſes inthe Army, to the hindrance 
of the ſervice, which was indeed his ambitious infinuation into 
the «ffeQion of the Souldiery : but this was never proſecuted, 
his Friends the Grandees of the Independent party, interpofing 
and juſtifying him for a godly, expert and Valiant Com- 
mander. 

This Independent Fa&ion was now grown too crafty, and had 
ſupplanted their Brother of Presbytery, by new modelling the 
Army, turning out moſt'of Eſſexes Officers, and diſmiſſing all 
Members of Parliament from their ſeveral Commands therein ; 
among which number Crowwel!! ſhould have been included, but 
his _— wrought ſo, that he was continued for Forty dayes, 
and thoſe expired longer and longer even till the War ended. 
By this ſaid model Sir Thomas Fairfex was made Lord Genera), 
and Cromwell after ſome time Licutenant General, being the 
only man lookt upon able to carry on the independent Intereſt. 
The firſt aQtion he engaged in hn this quality, was his routing of 
the Queens Regiment and ſome other Troops (come from Wor- 
ceſter to fetch the King from Oxford, then defigned to be befieged 
inthe beginning of the year 1645.) at Iſep bridge : then his 1m- 
mediate ſummoning and taking Blechingdox Houie, April! 24th. 
whereafter as he was defigning a ſtratagem upon Faringdes 
Houſe, he was ſet upon by as vigilant a Commander as himſelf, 
the Lord Goring, and received a ſmart bruſh, and the onely one 
throughout the War ; which now haſtning to an end at the Fatal 
Nasby , he was called from out the Iſle of Ely ( whither he had 
been latelyſent to fecure it, it being thought the King would have 
turn'd his now ſucceſſeful Armes thitherward) to afliſt the Ge- 

nera} 
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nera], who by his Letters to the Parliament had defired ie. That 
Unfortunate day the 14th. of Juxe, 1646. owes it's difmalneſs 
to the Fortune of this Rebel, whoſe Troops al»ne could glory in 
that Archieyment ; fos the left wing of thae Army, where Iretorx 
his Sonne in Law Commanded ,. was abfolucelv routed and the 
_ body ſolely diftreſſed ; ſo that Cromwell alone alſured that 

iKory. , 

So ended.he firſt War wich the Praiſes and Triumphs of this 
Man of War, Adored and Worſhipped by the Raſcal Rabble of 
Independency, who ſtuck notto Blaſpheme God and his Scrip- 
tures attributing a!l thoſe Hoeſanna's and Pſalmes, and Songs of 
Deliverance and Vifory to this their Champion ; in effe& ma- 
king « mcer Idol of Him, which Phanatick ReJigious Veneration, 
he miſt not to improve, though for the preſent he covered his 
ambition with modeſty and humility, afcribing all things in « 
Canting way of expreſſion, to the goodneſſe and omnipotenee 
of God, which he frequently and impiouſly abuſed, inticuling ir 
to all bis wicked and Villanous defignes and a&ions. 

The War thus ended, and the KING having eſcaped their 
Swerds, and ſo themain rub yet lay in the way co his proje@ted 
ſoveraignty; he reſolved by Treachery to ruine him; to that 
purpoſe, that he might render the Kiag indiſpoſed to the Terms 
and Propolitions of the Parliament, which were hard and unrea- 
ſonable enough belides ; he pretended to the King thet the Army 
ſhould cake his part,and declare for him; as on the other fide in 
the Parliament Houſe, & privately in the Army(telling them thac 
the Kings deſigne of peace and Agreement was onely to get them 
Disbanded, and then Hang them for their Rebellion) he exaſ- 
perated them againſt the King,adding that God had hardned bis 
hearc againſt any compoſure, and had rejef&ed him : and when 
all chis would not doe, bur that the people every day more and 
more were 'undeceived, and he conceived a fear they might re- 
ſkue the King from Hamwpton-Court,& bring him to London which 
the King and all good men defired;he contrived another wicked 
Device to the Kings Final Overthrow, by ſcaring him with the 
Adjuraters mo were two ſcle&ed out of each Company and 
Troop) conſpiracy to affaſſinate him, and ſo making himfl -e to 


the Iſle of Wight, a diftent and ſure priſon, from whence he never 


came but to {iis Death, The. King a while before was not 1gno- 
ran 
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rant of theſe Treacherons arts of Crowwel!, ſeeing nothing per= 
formed as to ſubſtance of what ever he promifed, and therefore 
did renndly Taz him with his Faichlefſenefſe ; who at the up- 
ſhot told the King that He did miſeonftrue his words, or elſe he 
remembred no ſuch matter, and that if it were {@, yet it wereno 
time to perform them, till che Diſcipline of che Army was reeo- 
vered, and thoſe Adjutators in « capacity to be queſtioned, whe 
were now moſt outragiouſly and uncontroulably violent againſt 
his perſon and Gevernment, with many more ſuch Flams and 
Delayes, and Traictereus Fallacies, 

The King being in priſon at Carisbroke Caſtle in the ſaid Ile, 
by the jugling of Crowwe!l! with Hemmond the Governour (Bro- 
ther to one of the Kings moſt affe&ed Chaplains) an ungrateful 
Fellow, who owed himſelfto the Kings bounty ; ſeveral freſh at- 
rempts were made for his reſtitution:that which particularly con- 
cerned this Oliver, was the Welfh inſurretion at Pembroke, 
which Town in Fuly, after a brave defence was rendred to him. 
and the Scots invaſion under Duke Hamilton, whoſe Army, to 
which were joyned ſome Three Thouſand Engliſh under Sir 
Marmaduke Langdale, he totally defeated at Profton in Leuca- 
ſhire, on the 17th. of Auguſt, (and not long afrer the General 
Fairfax took in Colcheſter, which had Rood ont Three months(in 
expeQation of relief from this Army) upon the fame necount) 
and purſued his Viftory as farre as Fcot/axd, marching to Eden» 
burgh, and there making ſure ofa party, dealing with Bribes 
and other forceable perſmaſions, and making them diſarm them- 
ſelves to give him no diſturbanceſor interruption in the aceom- 
pliſhing his moſt execrable Regicide,for which he was now ready ; 
the expeFted advantages _ opportunities being now in his 


Hand. 
CHAP. VIII. 
Cromwell turnes ont the Parliament, Murders the King, ſets up & 
Commonwealth, who invading Scotland end Ireland, make 
bim their General. 


COR poſting to Loxton, and he and his Sonne Tretor puc 

he Council of Otfcers to demand Faitice upon the King 

as the Canital Gdendor, and Authour of all the Troubles and 

Bloedſhed; which he ſo cagerly gookrued , that chough the Par- 
2 


hamens 


+.,./ 

hament had nearly coneluded with the King in the Iſle of Wight, - 
after a full Treaty, he by Col, Pride, one that would venture 
upon any thing he was commanded by him , Secludes ewice the 
Major parc of the Members, and then packs up a Jun&o of Army 
Blades, of ſome Fifty, who conſtitute a High Court of Fuifice, by 
which the Martyr King was Traiterouſly and Barbarouſly Con- 
demned and Beheaded, Fanusry the 30. By the ſame Jwnio and 
Rump of a Parliament, the King-ſhip and Government by a fingle 
Perlon was Voied uſtlefſe and dangerous, to which Cromwell 
freely afſented, as purpoling to time his Ambition, now the great 
Obſtacle was removed. 

But though the King and his Intereſt were defun& in England, 
yet they were notin Ireland or Scotland ; whereupon, Cromwell 
is made General for the Ir; Expedition, and though he was the 
only diſwader of the Souldiery from that ſervice, during the 
quarrel betwixt the Independants and the Presbyterians, and 
while he had accomplifhed his miſchievous Ends upon the King; 
yet now he is ſeverely bent to tranſport ſuch as the Lot ſhould 
appoint : which the Levelling party, the Adjutators, Whelps of 
his own Litcer, refuſing and mutining,them likewiſe under pre- 
tence of a Treaty, and giving and receiving fſatisfa&ion (their 
uſual expreſſions Jheybetraies and ſurprizes at Burford (not daring 
to venture a Fight with them for fear of a Total defeftion of his 
own party) wh had the Ring-leaders ſhot co Death, 

Having ſurmounted this difficulty, he wafts his Army over into 
Ireland, and preſently ſtorms Tredagh, and underſtanding it was 
the Flower of the Kings Army, ſet there to give him a repulſe, 
having twice bin beaten off,he led his men himſelf che third time 
and entred, and put all ro the Sword, (having amuſed the de- 
fendants who maintained the breach ; but having then loſt their 
Colonel,were in ſome confuſion'through offer of Quarter, )and 
by that device got admittance)with alike baſcneſſe,treachery and 
craelry. | 

After that followed the rendition of moſt of that Kingdome, 
the Lord Lievtenant thereof,” the Marqueſſe of Ormond being In 
no Condition to-reſift him : whereupon the Scotch War then 
newly beginning, Crowwel! was ſent for over, and the Presbyte- 
rian Miniſters, ſet on no doubt by ſome of his Agents,having in- 
veigled Fairfax with the unlamfulnefle of his engaging gn 

taclr 
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their Gude brethren ;z he laid nu. his Commiſſion, which was 
readily conferred on, and taken up by Cromwe!!. 


. CHAP. IX. 
Of Cromwells March into Scotland, bis V:&ories at Dunbar exd 
Worcefter, and the redaGion of that King dome. 


FNLadlydid Oliver wndertakechis Waryfor now he warfure10. | 
make the Army his own, by placing and diſplacing of Offi- 


wr 'cers Yong ic was, and many drlayes were uſed by the Scots, be- 


foge they would. be brought to Fight, intending to ſtarve che 
Eogliſh Army, which _ their Hands, and Otrver 


- 


to Ea 
ytor Dun 


Anguſt the 22d.. whither not Jong after came Cromwe/! in great 
doubt and p—_ by the way, (having left Genera! Monk, to 


carry on the War in Scotland, who ſhortly after reduced the 
whole Kingdome) and beſet the Town, being recruited and 
made up with his old Army, to above Forty Thouſand Men ; 
what ſhall I ſay of that Unfortunate day ? the King was Worked, 
and moſt miraculouſly eſcaped, and ſo Cromwell might have 
leavetoplay. 

But no ſuch matter, the time was come he had long expetted, 
to alt his own Game and appear in it for himſelf, for by the year 
1653-Scotland and Ireland being wholy ſubdued,& in the hands 
of his-moſt truſty Privado's and Confidents, his New Son-in- | 2w 
Fleetwood (for Ireton wes dead of the Plague at Limbrick) being 
Deputy of Ireland, and General Monck, Governour of Scotland ; 
he propoſcth tothe Parliament, the defires of the Army for _ 

| Diſſo- 
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Diſſolution, to make way for ſucceſſion of « new Repreſentative, 
which they endeavouringto delay, and to impoſe bim with 
the neceſſities of their ſitting « lictle while longer z his Ambicion 
could brook no longer retardments, but ſent Major General 
Harriſen on the 20th. of Aprill, 1653- to out their Rump-ſhips 
which he accordingly did, to the nn rejoycing of the people, 


who conſidered nor cared who Id come next, ſo they were 


nd of theſe. 
CHAP.X, 


How Cromwell ordered the Goveryment afterward, and bow he 
made bimſelf Lord Protedor of England. 


Fter the RUMP was thus diffolyed, Oliver by the adviſe 
( ſorſooth )) of his General Councel of Officers, ere&ed” 
a Councel of State, of ſuch as were true to his Intereſt and the 
Army, and were well Fledg'd with the _ of the Kingdome, 
but perceiving that was but aſlender Authority, to derive the 
Government to himſelf, which was the firſt and laſt thing inten- 


' ded; he called a pickt Conventicle of the like batch as himſelf 


end his Followers,all of the Godly Party _—_— —_— oe 
ro rize ig* | 


liament; the name whereof was enoug 
nifie the Refignation of the Authority they had fromyto, him; & 
their odious ations moreover would make a ſingle perſon (him- 
ſelf) more acceptable; For theſe wild Fellows were upon Abo- 
liſking the Miniſtry, and opening the Floodgate to Herefic and 
Atheiſme ; when Cromwell! diffolved them, and with them dif- 
carded his old Friend and their darling,Major General Harriſon, 
who was tampering with the Army to unkorſe Oliver ; but he 
ſmelt him out and Caſhiered him, as he did his Trufty Friend 
Lambert ſoon after, as finding they were both greater in the 
Army then his Safcty and Intereſt would ſuffer : La ora 
is for brethren in iniquity long te continue in Love Friend- 
ſhip. Oliver would endure no Competitor, but reſolved to be 
Single and Supreme: | 


Chap: 


s* 


| CHAP. X1. 
How Oliver we: ſworn ProteFor, and bow be managed the Gavern« 
went, briefly. 


Hat little or fooliſh Parliament being divided among them- 
ſelves, one part thereof refagned their power unto Olrer,who 
ſtraightwith cauſed the Commiſſioner of the Seale Mr.Liſſe , to 
Adminiſter him an Oath on the 16th. of December, 1653. before 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London, in Weft- 
minſter-Hall,to oblerve a Module of Government in Forty Two 
Articles ; which inftrament of his, as was ſaid, was found in my 
Lady Lemberts-placket, and thereupon he was proclaimed Lord 
Prote&or z in Febrxgry he was fealted ſumptuonſly in the City, 
and Knighted the Lord Mayor, as he did many other afterwards, 
upon whonz he had better have piffed : he madealſo one Lord, 
buthe never owned it. Now though he was Jong Pro- 
tefor, yer he knew the people took him for no ſuch thing, there- 
fore he-called a parliament according to Form,thinking to have 
been declared ſo by them, buc they would not own him or his 
Authoricy, Secing therefore he could neither get Reputation 
nor Money at home, he reſolved to have it from the King of 
Spains Weſt- Indies, but at Hiſpaniola his Forces under General 
Venables were ar meg Fo forced to plant themſelves in 
Jamaica, and fight for Bread inſtead of Gold. He likewiſe ſtar- 
ted ſeveral plots, (the Fox was the finder)againk Cavaliers,ſuch 
as Colonel Gerrard, and afterwards Colonel Penruddeck! main= 
taining intelligence at the price of 1500. per annum, with one 
Manning a Clerk tothe Kings Secretary, who then refided at 
Colen, who.dilcovered moſt of the Kings Councel, till he was dif- 
eovered himſelf and executed) on purpoſe to terrific people, and 
thoſe eſpecially from riling againſt him. 

Now when Oliver ſaw he could not attaine his will by whole 
Parliaments, he reſolved on his old expedient;to garble a Parlia- 
ment, Ca!! it, and then Cull it, which he did, and f{ecluded thoſe 
Members that would not before they entred, recognize and own 
his Highnefſe;by which means two parts of three were excluded, 
and he by the remainder complemented with the flile of King, 


buc for fear of Lambert and Harriſon,and indeed the — 
ome, 
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dome, eſpecially the Army, he durſt not accept of it, but was 
content to take the Title of Prote&or from their Hands, and was 
accordingly on the 16th. of Fane, 1657. Solemnly inſtalled 
by the Speaker, Sir Thowas Widdrington again in Weſftminſter- 
Hal!, and the Parliament adjourned, who had likewiſe paſſed an - 
AR for ere&ing of a thing called another Houſe, confiſting of 
ſuch Lords as Pride, Hewſon and Barkſtead ; but upon the meet- 
ing of a full Houſe, after the Adjournment, all this new ftrufure 
was queſtioned even to Oliver himſelf, who thereupon in a paſſion, 
and tranſported beyond his vizarded (anQity,with an Oath by the 
Living God,diſſolved them. | 

" Intheyear 1658. he afſiſted the French againſt the Spaxiard,and 
helped them to take Duakirky which for his pains ke had delive- 
red to him, and no doubt it was the beſt ſerviee he ever did to his 
Countrey. But during this unenvied triumph, having drenche 
his polluted hands in more innocent and Loyal Blood ; namely, 
that of Dr. Hewet, and Sir Henry Slingsby, God put « Hook into 
the month of this Leviathan, and having ſnatcht away his belo- 
ved Daughter —_— Juſt before; on the 3d. of September 1658, 
his great ſnecefsful dayghe was hurried in a Tempeft ont of the 
world , which he had fo long troubled, and on the r6th. of No- 
vewber following, was moſt magnificently buried, to the onely 
ſorrow of thoſe who farnithed the Mourning , and ng mf 
thereof, leauing his Wife Elizabeth alias Zone, with two nes, 
Kichard, who ſucceeded, till he tamely and Cowardly refigned 
& is now fled for his Fathers Debty,8 Henry, and a Daughter y- 
cleped Francis Rich, A Perſon as it was well charaRered of him, 
fir to be a Prince of Tartars or Cannibals. 

Before the King returned into England, Colonel HenrytCrom- 
well, Sonne of Sir Oliver Cromwel!, obtained licenſe of the King 
to change that hateful name into Filliems, which was the name 
of this Family, before they married with a Daughter and Heir of 
of Cromwel!, which was upon Condition they ſhould take her 
Name as well as Eſtate. 


FINIS, 


